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MEDIA RELEASE          
For immediate release 
15 April 2026 

Creative Industries Trafford celebrates 10th Northern Lights Writers’ 

Conference at Waterside  

 

Creative Industries Trafford (CIT) marks a major milestone this spring as its popular Northern Lights 

Writers’ Conference returns for its 10th edition at Waterside. 

 

Taking place on Saturday 9 May, the conference is designed to inspire writers, build connections and 

deepen understanding of the industry.  Bringing together a diverse range of voices, Northern Lights 

offers a dynamic mix of panel discussions, workshops, in-conversation sessions and one-to-one 

advice – all centred on both the craft and business of writing. 

Now firmly established as a key date in the region’s literary calendar, the conference supports writers 

at every stage of their journey, from emerging creatives to those developing professional careers. 

 

Exploring the future of writing 

A highlight of this year’s programme is Writers & the Impact of AI, a timely panel discussion 

examining how emerging technologies are reshaping the writing landscape. Featuring Monica 

MacSwan (Aitken Alexander Literary Agency) and screenwriter and former Writers’ Guild GB Chair 

Lisa Holdsworth, the session will explore how AI is influencing careers, creativity and the wider 

industry, alongside questions around authorship and bias. 

The programme also includes Critiquing for Writers, where scriptwriter Natalie Beech and novelist 

and editor Melissa Welliver will share insights into giving and receiving feedback, working with 

editors and using critique to strengthen creative work. 

 

Practical advice and creative development 

Alongside panel discussions, attendees can take part in a range of practical sessions tailored to 

developing skills and confidence. These include: 

• To Self-Publish or Not to Self-Publish, an informal discussion led by Kristina Turner, offering 

a candid introduction to independent publishing  

• Poetry for Performance: Engaging Your Audience, a hands-on workshop with Louise 

Fazackerley exploring performance techniques, voice and presence  

• Writing Competitions, Schemes and Awards, a focused session led by Natalie Beech to 

help writers identify opportunities and strengthen applications;  
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• From Page to Screen, led by Kevin Duffy (Bluemoose Books) this is a discussion around how 

books are optioned for film & TV and what this means for a writer;  

• Building Your Digital Audience, a practical talk led by Danni Davis on growing readership 

through social media, audio content and podcasting.  

The conference also offers valuable opportunities for personalised support, including drop-in advice 

sessions with experienced writers and industry professionals, including Lizzie Flanagan, Jazmine 

Linklater, Okechukwu Nzelu and Melissa Welliver.  

 

For those seeking direct industry feedback, a limited number of Agent 1-2-1 sessions with literary 

agent Monica MacSwan are available via application. Selected participants will receive dedicated 

time to discuss their work and career development. 

 

A day of connection and creativity 

Running from 10:00 to 16.00, the event is structured to encourage both learning and networking, with 

space for informal conversations, idea-sharing and collaboration throughout the day. 

From navigating the realities of the publishing world to honing creative practice, Northern Lights 

Writers’ Conference continues to champion writing talent across the North and beyond. 

For more information and booking, visit: watersidearts.org/nlwc26 

- ENDS - 

For interviews/further information please contact: Claire Saville/Emily Lyons 

marketing@watersidearts.org | 0161 912 5616 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Link to images: NLWC 2026 
 
LISTINGS 
 
Northern Lights Writers’ Conference 
Sat 09 May, 10:00 - 16:00 
£40 / £25 (students/concessions) 
A full day event on the craft and business of writing, featuring inspiring talks, industry panels and one-
to-one advice sessions for writers of all kinds. 
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https://watersidearts.org/whats-on/3498-cit-northern-lights-writers-conference-2024/
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SCHEDULE 

 In the Robert Bolt Theatre  
In ‘Sup Bar & Coffee 
House 

 In the Chambers/ Studio 

10:00 Introductions     

10:15 

AI & Writing with: 
Monica MacSwan 
Lisa Holdsworth 

    

11:15 

Editing for Writers with: 
Natalie Beech 
Melissa Welliver 

    

12:15 Lunch 

12:15     
Self Publishing with Kristina 
Turner in the Studio 

13:00 
From Page To Screen with Kevin 
Duffy 

 

Drop In Advice with: Liz 
Flanagan  
Jazmine Linklater 
Okechkwu Nzelu  
Melissa Welliver 

 

Poetry for Performance with 
Louise Fazackerley in The 
Chambers 
 
Agent Surgeries with Monica 
MacSwan in the Studio 

14:00 Break 

14:15 
Building Your Digital Audience 
with Danni Davis 

 

Drop In Advice with: Liz 
Flanagan  
Jazmine Linklater 
Okechkwu Nzelu  
Melissa Welliver 

 

Writing Competitions, 
Schemes and Awards with 
Natalie Beech 
 
Agent Surgeries with Monica 
McSwan in the Studio 

15:15 Break 

15:30 Reflections on the Day     

16:00 Close 
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About The Speakers 
 

www.nataliebeech.com | Instagram @natalielbeech 
 
Danni Davis 
 
Danni is a social media and digital strategist with over 20 years’ experience working in television, 
where she was an experienced programme maker and idea developer in all genres of unscripted & 
more recently scripted comedy. 
 
In her freelance career she has experience in casting, access negotiating, generating ideas, writing 
treatments and pitching. She specialised in character-led and access documentaries, as well as 
working in pop factual and fact entertainment. 
 
Instagram @snackydandigital 
 
 
Kevin Duffy 
 
Kevin Duffy has worked in publishing for over 35 years setting up his own publishing company in 2006 
in Hebden Bridge with his wife, Hetha. 
 
Bluemoose is a multi award winning independent publisher based in Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire 
and their authors include Benjamin Myers, Colette Snowden, Heidi James, Rónán Hession and Devika 
Ponnambalam whose novels have been short listed and won major literary prizes. Bluemoose’s 
books have been translated into 14 languages and we have had national and international 
bestsellers. 
 
https://bluemoosebooks.com/ | Instagram @bluemoosebooksofficial 
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With work rooted in word-witchery and the working class, Louise explores the synergy between 
poetry and movement in a way that makes the ugly beautiful and the mundane fantastical.  Winner of 
BBC Radio 3 ‘New Voices ’and European Slam Finalist, as seen and heard in The Guardian/ BBC 
Breakfast/ Radio 4 Women's Hours/ Radio 3. Published poetry collections include The Lolitas and 
The Uniform Factory (Verve Poetry Press) Bird St. (The Secret Writers Club) and ‘The Pleasure Dome  ’

(Burning Eye) 
 

 | Instagram @louisethepoet

https://www.haworthagency.co.uk/lisa-holdsworth

mailto:hello@watersidearts.org
http://watersidearts.org/
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https://aitkenalexander.co.uk/literary-agents/monicamacswan
 

mailto:hello@watersidearts.org
http://watersidearts.org/
https://jazminelinklater.wordpress.com/
https://aitkenalexander.co.uk/literary-agents/monicamacswan
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-private-joys-of-nnenna-maloney/okechukwu-nzelu/9780349701035
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-private-joys-of-nnenna-maloney/okechukwu-nzelu/9780349701035
https://geni.us/HereAgainNow
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES TRAFFORD 
Artist development at Waterside is delivered through Creative Industries Trafford (CIT).  
 
CIT is committed to providing innovative support, training, mentoring and opportunities for artists and 
creatives in Greater Manchester and beyond.  Featuring a year-round professional development 
programme, CIT covers a number of fields including literature, visual arts, contemporary design, 
theatre-making and animation.   
 
The objectives are to increase artistic quality and to help artists build sustainable creative careers. 
Activities include the Cosgrove Hall Film Archive, celebrating the legacy of the renowned animation 
studio, and curating the gallery spaces at Waterside which focus on photography, contemporary 
design, animation and the moving image.   
 
CIT runs the Northern Lights Writers Conference, the Puppet Masters Animation Conference; plus, a 
very successful theatre development programme that has supported a number of theatre-makers 
and helped to create touring work.  Also acting as creative producers, CIT created theatre and audio 
commissions for the National Trust on the Live at Lyme Project. 
 
Together with Castlefield Gallery, CIT delivers portfolio surgeries giving critical feedback to visual 
artists along with support for emerging curators. CIT is supported by Trafford Council and Arts 
Council England. 
- 
WATERSIDE 
Waterside is an award‑winning cultural destination in the heart of Sale, Trafford. A vibrant home for 
performance, creativity and community, welcoming over 100,000 visitors annually. 
 
Renowned for high‑quality, engaging and accessible work, Waterside’s artistic policy, ‘Everything We 
Do Is Connected’ fuels a programme that blends popular works with bold creative risk, champions 
young people’s talent and voices and places care, listening and growth at the centre of every artistic 
experience. 
 
Each year, Waterside curates a festivals programme; Pride in Trafford, Refract and Prism, drawing 
around 20,000 people annually and strengthening the local creative ecology and economy. 
 
The venue, its galleries and Sup Bar & Coffee House are open six days a week, offering a lively, 
welcoming space for audiences, artists and communities to connect. 
 
Waterside is owned and operated by Trafford Council and supported through grant funding from Arts 
Council England, Greater Manchester Combined Authority and the UK Government. 
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